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CHAPTER 1

1 Love Justice, you that are the judges of the Earth. Think of

Divine Providence (Ddomankoma) in goodness, and seek him
in simplicity of heart

1 do osenkwanmu, mo nom a mo ye awia ase mu ha nhwefo.

nya adwen pa nfa dJdomankoma ho, na ma wo adepe nka wo
akoma afuaa

1@ 2GEOROOO%E, O OO O O HE OGLO OGE ¥E
FO OFROGEFO.OKO0 0GOGEO TO OFO DOOHOOHOHKO HO,
OO0 #O0 o0 O0GLTIE OHO o0 OHOXO OFHOO

2 For he is found by them that tempt him not: and he shows
himself to them that have faith in him

2 nea ommbrada no (Ddomankoma) na otumi hyia no: ena oyi
ne ho di ekyere amanfo a wowo gyidi

2 OEO0 DJRELLOGO OO (DO@OXROOHO®O) OO OTHHL
FhlO OO: €00 O4L OE OO0 0L £HHELE OXOOFO ©
®20D LhlO®L

3 For perverse thoughts separate from Ddomankoma: and his
power, when it is tried, reproveth the unwise

3 abirenkyi-abirenkyi bae ye ne dJdomankoma nten mu: na ne
tumi, obakwasea s> hwe a, odi >



3 oAldeORAL-OLLdeORL L AOE +E o<
JEOXOOKHOHXO OTEO #H: OO O THXEL, IAOHPOKEO
&) HOE © OGL FD

4 For wisdom will NOT enter into a malicious soul, nor dwell
in a body subject to iniquity

4 se nea nyansa nntumi nsore nko okra fi mu, saa nso na
enntumi nntena odeboneyefo nipadua mu

4 ce 00 O40OGO OOTHHRL OGOLE OKHD DHE0 FL A,

GO0 OGO OO0 &€O00THXHL OOTEOO IJ2G0AL0OLHEFO
OLTO®HO #H

5 For a holy and disciplined spirit will flee from the deceitful,
and will withdraw himself from thoughts that are without
understanding, and he shall not abide when iniquity comes in

5 okra a ohye ne ho so beguan efiri opdeboneyefo ho, obesan so
eyine ho efiri adwen a ntease nni mu, na ori nndi abusudwene,
abusudwuma, ena abususem mu

5 dJHe0 O JF&%HE OE HO GO ALg€rEOO E€FLLL

2OELO0OCHEFO HO, OAEGOO GO &4l OE /O EFLLL
oeeéeEd O OTEOGE OOL #H OO0 O4dL OO0ed
OABGHOOIEOE, OAHGHOOBHO, €00 EAHGHGEH Hh

6 For the spirit of wisdom is benevolent, and will NOT free a

blasphemer from the guilt of his words: for dJdomankoma is
witness for his reins, and he is a TRUE searcher of his heart,
and a hearer of his tongue

6 nido wo nyansa ne honhom mu, nti emma abususenkafo nndi

bem: esan s d)domankoma di ono adanse, s obe hwehwe ne
akoma mu, ena obe tie dea ode ne tekrema beka
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6 O01L®) ¢) O~0OGO O£ +FOOKROR ¥H, OTL £®XO
OABGHGEOHOFO OOGL AE¥: €00 GE DOOHOOHOXO

®L 200 06oOKE, KE DALE AOEHROGE OE OKHOXO ¥H, €00
OAE TLE 60 00L OE TEKRLEHO ALHO

7 For the spirit of ddomankoma fills the whole world, and that
which holds all things together knows what is said

7 ddomankoma ne honhom ehura awia ase nyinara, sa nti dea
€bo wiase mu nwoma nyinara mu nnim dea ye aka

7 000¥OOKO®O OE HFOOFROHE EFRBELO 00LO OKE
O+1l00d0, GO OTL ®E£0 EALD OLOGE HH OOPOXO
O+100d0 #8 OO ¥ @E0 HE OKHO

8 Therefore no one who utters unrighteous things will escape
notice, and justice when it punishes will not pass them by

8 nti odeboneyefo biara a odi abususem ntwa mu a yennhu no
anim, na nsaniakwanmu nso ebu won 2

8 OTL DJGEALOOELEHEFO ALLOLO O OO®L OAHGHGEHR
OT60O ¥B © 4#&€00AH OO0 oOL¥E, OO0 OcoOLoOHOOORH

OcH €40 620 FD

9 For inquiry will be made into the counsels of a blasphemous

one, and a report of his words will come to ddomankoma, to
convict him of his lawless deeds

9 saa nso gye abususenkafo ne apam fa mu nhwehwemu na

yeyd, dJdomankoma nso ho na yeko bo ne ho nseku, s€ nea ye
beyi ne ho edi



9 GO0 OGO EHE OLHGBGEOKOFO O£ oIoO FO #H
OfRGEFROGOEXH OO &HEHDI, DOOHOOHO¥O OGO HI OO
mERD LD O O OGERHH, GE OEO ME AEHAL O O OOL

10 For the ear of jealousy hears all things, and the tumult of
murmuring shall not be hidden

10 ani bre tie nsem nhyina, ena abansosem nnsie ne ho

10 oOL AdE TLE OGER OFALOO, €00 OLOOGOGER
OclLe Og &O

11 Beware then of useless murmuring, and keep your tongue
from slander; because no secret word is without result, and a
lying mouth destroys the soul

11 hwe yie na wannbgye nkommomim, kyin abususem; esan
s€ nsem a ye fa ase ka etumi pue, ano torofo nso patow nipa
kra

11 Foe HILE OO0 ooOOAERE ORDRHIFXLO, KHHLO
OABGHGEHR, €600 GE OKEHX O ME FO OKE HO ETHHL
THE, 000 TOLOFO OO IDTI® OLTIO HLO

Parallels for 10 and 11 from “deep Twi” (i.e., Twi proverbs)
(c.f.1, aso haw ano (Christaller, 1879)
OGO H&0O00® o0OO

cf.2, woton wo aso di a, wode wo anuonyam tew guaha
(Christaller, 1879)

¢OTOO O OKO ©®L O, ¢0GE O OoOHOOMOE TEO®
LHOHRO



c.f.3, woye nkommomim a, wofwere semodebofo (Christaller,
1879)

OOME ORDHRIRLO O, POFOELE GEROELIFO)

12 Do not invite death by the error of your life, nor bring on
destruction by the works of your hands

12 ma ennfa nsemhu nhyia owuo adidi, ene wonsa ho adwuma
mmbo nwoma

12 #0 €00FO0 OGERFE OFAKLO OOHO 0GLOL, £0E
®O0O0GO O O®OHKO HKEALD OOGOHO

13 For ddomankoma made not death, neither has he pleasure
in the destruction of the living

13 san s dJdomankoma ammb) owuo, saa nso na ne ani nnka
s€ obe sei nwoma a eturu

13 o0 GE 2@OXOOHORO OXHELD OOHO, GOO OGO OO
O0g o0l OOHO GE€ DAE GE€L O00X¥O © £€THLO

14 For he created all things that they might exist, and he made
the nations of the Earth for health: and there is no poison of
destruction in them, nor kingdom of hell (abonsamkurow)
upon the Earth

14 oboo ade nyinara se emma obra mu, €na 2bdd wiase mu

nyinara man ebaa nkwa mu: eboro biara enni wo mu, anaa s¢
abonsamkuro biara enni wiase yi so
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140A.20 0GE OKLOOLO GE £H#H¥O ILLO ¥H, EOO IALID
®LOGE ¥H OhLOLO ¥OO £ALO00 OHOGO #H: EL0JD

ALodo €004 6D #H, O0000 GE OALAOOGOHHHLO
ALOodo €00L ¢LOGE TL &O

15 For justice is perpetual and immortal

15 nsaniakwanmu w»o daa-asetra

150c00L0KH000%E ¢) @00-0GETIO

16 But blasphemous people by their words and deeds
summon death; considering him a friend, they pined away,
and have made a covenant with it, because they are fit to
belong to his party

16 nso abususenkafo sde wokasa ne wa nsem fre owuo; won
ne owuo di nyonko, afa ahyem, efi se wo fata ne dom

16 OGO OLAHGOGEOKOFO £@L 0IHOGO OE ¢) OGER
F<E€ O0HO; o200 OE OOHO ®L OHK0OHO, OFO OhREH,
€FL Q€ 6D FOTO OE ©I2%
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CHAPTER 2

1 For they have said, reasoning with themselves, but not right:
the time of our life is short and tedious, and in the end of a man
there is no remedy, and no man has been known to have
returned from abonsamkuro

1 na won tiri mu befii so ara hwerow, won ka no se: abrabo
mbir ye tia nanso abrabo ye ahi, nipa awieye ho nni aduro, ena
yenntee da s€ obi efiri abonsamkuro asan aba

100 620 TLEL ¥ LAEFLL GO OO FOELI0, 20 HO
OO0 & OAdOALD AHLd HE TLO OOCOKO OALLOALD HE
Oofkl, OLTO O00LEH FO OOL 0GHLO, €00 HEOOTEELE
®0 GE OAL €F Ll OoALAOOGOHHHELO 00O OLO

2 Because we are born by mere chance, and hereafter we shall
be as though we had never been; because the breath in our
nostrils is smoke, and reason is a spark kindled by the beating
of our hearts

2 nyankonne mu na yedi faa awoo bae, abrabo no daamma
daakye so beye se yennye hwee; esan s€ mfuturo na ewo yeg
hwene mu, na nyansa nso fi botae

20/R00-d000E ¥8 OO0 MEGL FOO 0000 LOE, OLLOAD
OO0 O00HHEO O00HME GO ALLZHE GE HEOOME HOEEL;

£qo0 «E€ H¥FHEHTHSO OO0 €600 &KE Ho0oEOE #H, OO
O4+00G0 OGO FL LOTOE

12



3 When it is extinguished, the body will turn to ashes, and the
spirit will dissolve like empty air

3 owuo awieye no, nipadua no edane nso, ena honhom no
hono s mframa

300HO 00LEMRE OO, OLTOGHO OO £6O0OE OO, £00
FO0FO0¥ OO FOOO GE HF JOHO

4 Our name will be forgotten in time and no one will
remember our works; our life will pass away like the traces of
a cloud, and be scattered like mist that is chased by the rays of
the sun and overcome by its heat

4 daakye bi ye din befa ye so a oibara ennkai dwumadi a ye
aye; abrabo bewu abeye se afua, a twentwamu te se afua a awia
ne ehyew bo no abosobaa

4 @00KHME AL /HE @LO LEFO HE GO O OLALOLO £€O0KROL
@PHHOOL O HE OME; OLLOALD LEOH OAEAHE GE OFHO,
O TOEOTOPOHH TE GE OFHO O O0LO OE £RMED LD
00 OADGOALOO

5 For our time is the passing of a shadow, and there is no going
back of our end: for it is fast sealed, and no man returneth

5 San se ye mbir ye sunsumaban a eetwa mu, yenntumi nnsan
ye akyir: ahyemu akyekyere, a nipa biara enntumi nnsan

5c0o0 GE HE AL HE GHGEEOLOO O £E£TOO #H,

REOOTHEL OOGOO HE ORFALd: ORMERB ORMERHMELE,
O OLTIo Alodo €O00TH®L OO«oO
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APPENDIX 1

ADINKRA APHABET

(Akan, Ewe, Ga and Dagbani-Simplified)

O L IO O F
a c d (S f
SRS S
g h 1 J <
£ O O I % ¢
m n 0 p q r
« T B0 04
o K Qi §< €
y z ch z €
T ¥ 0 B X
f gb Y kp ny n
o # X S A
) sh ts v 3
©2017 CKorankye
Twi Alphabet
(Latin abgdeefhi kl mnoopr stuwy
Characters)

Twi Alphabet oL 20 € FF L H Y8 O0D Id TH ¢ &
(Adinkra)
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HHEOTOHRO 2

eTidlL 1

1@ 2GEO0FOO0O%E, O OO O O HE OVLO OGE KH
FO OFROGEFO.OHMO0 0G®GEO TO OFO DOOHOOKOXO O,
00 #¥O0 60 OGLTE OHO 6O OKHO¥O OFHOO

2 0OEO JRELIOG0 OO (D@OHROOFORO) OO OTHRL
FhlO 0O: €00 O&L OEL OO @L £HHELE OROOFO O
IO LHLOL

3 oAldEORAL-OALdEORL L FNOLS +E o<
JEOXOOKHOHXO OTEO #H: OO0 O THHXL, ILAOHOPOKEOD
&I FHhOE © O®L FD

4 ce 00 O+0OGO OOTHHRL OGOLE OKHD DHEO FL A,

GO0 OGO OO0 &£O00TH#L O0OTEOO0 IJ2G0AL0OLHEFO
OLTO®HO ¥H

5 60 O JF&&%HE OE /O GO Ag€rEOO E€FLLL
dJOELOOEHEFO HO, OAEGOO GO &4l OE /O EFLLL
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oeséed O OTeEoGE OOL #H, OO0 OdL OOed
OABGH®O®OECOE, OAHGHOOH¥O, €00 CAHGHGEH ¥t

6 OL®) ¢) O40O0GO O FOOFROR ¥H, OTL E£XKO
OABGHGEOHOFO OOGL AL¥: €00 GE DOOHOOHOXO
®L 200 06oOGE, KE DALE AOEHROGE OE OKHOXO ¥H, £00
OALE TLE ®E0 0GL OE TEWLEHO LEHO

7 2@0¥OOHO¥O O£ FKOOKO¥ EHELO 00LO OGE
O+1l00d0, GO OTL ®E£0 EALD OLOGE HH OOPOXO
O+1lO0L0 ¥H OOL¥E ©@C0 HE OKHO

8 OTL DJGELOOEHEFO LLOLO O OO®L OABGHEHGEHR
OToO ¥H O 4#€00K/H OO0 o0OLHE, OO0 OcoOLoOKHOOOXH

OcH €40 620 FD

9 OO OGO £€HE OLBGEGEOHMOFO O£ o0IOO FO #H
OFROEARGEHXH OO HEHDI, I@OHOOHOHO OO &I OO
AERWD LD OE &0 OGEHH, GE OLO HE AEARL O O OGL

10 oOL ALE TLE OGER OFAHLOO, €00 OLOOGOGEHR
OO0l € OE &O

11 /oE H1lE OO0 oOOOOALEMRE OWHIEEIHELO, KHLO
OABGHGEH;, £€GO00 GE OGEX O HE FO OGE HO ETHHL
THE, o000 TOLOFO OGO IDTI® OLTO KO
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12 80 €00FO0 OGERFE OFHLO OOHO 06GLOL, £0E
®0OOGO O OOOHXO XXALD OOPOHO

13 GO0 &€ DGOXROOKORO OX® LD OOHO, GOO OGO OO
O oL OO0 GE DAE €L OOGOHO © £THLO

140L00 0®E OHLOOLO GE £¥XO IALJO ¥H, EO0 DADD
®LOGE ¥H OhLOLO ¥OO £LO00 OHOGO #H: EL0JD

ALodo €004 6D #HH, O0O0O00 GE OALAOOGOHHHLO
ALOodo €00L ¢LOGE TL &O

150c00L0KH000%E 0D @00-0GETIO

16 OGO OABGOGEOROFO €GEL ®IHOGO OL 6D OGER
FJE O0RO; o200 OE OOHO ®L OM0OHO, OFO OFRMEH,
E€FL Q€ 0D FOTO OE @I%
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ETiLdL 2

100 620 TLEL ¥ LEFLL GO OL0O FOELIO, $00 HO
OO0 &E& OAdOAD A¥Lld HE TLO OOOKO OALOAD HE
Oofkl, OLTO O00LEMH FO OOL 0OGHLO, €00 H#EOOTEE
@0 GE OAL €F Ll 0LAOOROHHELO 0GOO OLO

2 0+0040000E #¥H OO0 HEGL FOO 0000 LOE, OLLOALD
OO O00OHHO O00HHE GO ALAEHE GE HEOOME HOLEEL;

£co0 «&€ ¥FHTHLO OO €600 &KE HoeEOE #H, OO
O+00&0 OGO FL LAOTOE

300HO 00LEMRE OO, OLIOG®HO OO £®OOE OGO, £000
FOOAROH¥ OO HOOO GE HF JOHO

4 @00KHMHE AL HE @10 LEFO HE GO O OLLOLO £€O0HOL
@PHXOO®L O hE O/KE;, OLLOALD LEDPH OLEHE GE OFHO,
O TOEOTOOHH TE GE OFHO O 00 O OE EhRAED LD
OO0 OADGOALOO

5600 GE HE HLLD HE GHGHEEOLOO O ££TOO A,

AEO0THXL OO0GOO HE OHMLd: OhRMERHE ORMERHRELE,
O OLTIO ALOodo €O0O0TH#®L OOGoO
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